
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
NEW Offering! 
 
Beginning this fall, All Saints’ Day School is offering a full 
kindergarten program! It will be taught by our own Cathy 
Cronquist who has a master’s degree in Early Childhood 
Education and is a retired kindergarten teacher.  The 
program will be melded with our Kindergarten Enrichment 
Program, but will run until noon. Those students zoned 
for John B. Dey will still have the option to ride the late 
morning bus to their home school for the afternoon 
session of Kindergarten there.  Regardless of your school 
zone or post ASDS schooling choices, by opting in to our 
full kindergarten your child will have the opportunity to 
experience a full kindergarten program from 8:30 – 12:00; 
a day that is longer than the public school half-day 
kindergarten.  Please share this opportunity with your 
friends at Thoroughgood Elementary School since the  
construction of their new school means they will not be 
experiencing their kindergarten year on the 
Thoroughgood campus anyway. All children participating 
in our Full Kindergarten/Kindergarten Enrichment 
Program must be age-eligible: five by September 30, 
2018.   
The cost for the Full Kindergarten Program is as follows: 
Registration: $165 
Tuition: $400 
The usual 3% discounts for military and siblings apply to 
the family’s child with the lowest tuition rate. 

 
2018-2019 Registration 

Registration is coming along nicely 
for the fall of 2018.  A couple of 
classes are full, so now is the time 
to lock in!  Please 
email allsaintsdayschool@gmail.c
om if you have any questions or  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
need a new form. 
Rising Kindergarteners zoned for John B. Dey: 
Alanton Elementary is the only local Virginia Beach Public 
School moving to full-day Kindergarten in the fall of 2018, 
so remember to register your John B. Dey-zoned 
kindergartener for our Kindergarten Enrichment Program.  
Your child can attend here in the morning and ride the 
bus to John B. Dey for the afternoon session; netting 
him/her a stronger foundation for first grade through a full 
day of kindergarten schooling. Dey students are also 
eligible for our “Full Kindergarten”; explained in the 
opening article for this newsletter. 
 

Our Children’s Garden is Complete! 
Thank you Girls Scout Troop 679, led by 
Laura Hart, and the families of the girls 
for the absolutely fantastic Children’s 
Garden that has cropped up along our 
garden path in God’s Garden.   The girls 
and their families spent virtually all of 
Saturday, April 21st and most of Sunday 

afternoon, the 22nd, on the install. That doesn’t even 
count all of the time spent on building the frames for the 
beds and nurturing their plants at home prior to their 
install.  It also does not consider the time spent painting 
the beautiful rock 
markers for every 
plant that found its 
way into our new 
beds.  The hanging 
garden of 
strawberry plants is 
so creative!  One of 
our children 
announced that a miracle had occurred when he 
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discovered the first red berry among the white ones 
nestled in the leaves.  The trellis entrance tells you that 
you are entering a very special place.  It is so much more 
than we ever expected!  We feel honored to have such a 
gift for our children and anyone who strolls along our 
Garden Path!  Thank you Girl Scout Troop 679! 

 

Getting Excited for our Trip! 
We are really looking forward 
to our May 15th trip to Rural 
Heritage Center at The 
Farmers’ Market.  They are 
going to give us a tour and 
have several stations for us 
to visit.  The best part is our 
Favorite teacher Maury Joy 
will be working with the 

children and presenting Vermiculture.  In addition we will 
be planting seeds, visiting the garden, and doing chores 
around the Rural Heritage Center.  
 

Awesome Annual April Art Show! 
Once again, the ASDS 
Annual Art Show was a 
wonderful event! I 
always love seeing all 
the walls decorated 
with your children's art 
work. It shows both the 
amazing growth 
they've had from 
September until now, as well as, the incredible, creative 
teachers we are so lucky to have here at All Saints'. 
Lindsey Ballard and her team: Katie LeGrande, Laura 
Smith, Christina Zepf, Becky Gordon, and Kelley 
Minnaugh did a beautiful job of hanging and decorating 
our hallways!  
Thank you to all of them as well as Emily Hall for sharing 

her amazing photographs for 
a little fundraiser for the 
school. The photos will be 
available through next week if 
you are interested in 
purchasing them ($20 cash or 
check made payable to 
ASDS). It was also great to 

showcase our beautiful garden.  It was such a gorgeous 
evening for the children to run around and explore the 
plants that are rapidly growing. Thank you to everyone 
who donated to make that dream a reality for our church 
and school! 

April Chapel 
During the month of April, the children were involved in all 

kinds of classroom activities that featured 
various ways to recycle and protect our 
planet.  This helps reinforce our 

preschool’s efforts to remain a 
Pearl School through 
Lynnhaven River Now as well 
as recognize how important it 
is to take care of the 
community we live in.  We read 

the book Curious George Plants a Tree 
by Margaret and H. A. Rey, as well as 
Thank You, God by Allia Nolan, and I 
Wish You More by Amy Krouse 

Rosenthal. We also wished our April birthdays: Wells, 
Anne Sidney, and Charlotte a very happy birthday! 
 

Vacation Bible School Registration 
It seems way too early to be thinking about signing up for 
Vacation Bible School (VBS) when the school year is not 

even over yet, but the slots fill 
quickly!  This year’s theme at All 
Saints’ is “Jesus and the 
Parables”.   VBS runs the week of 
July 30th – August 3rd and is open 
to 4 through 10-year-olds.  Babies 

through age 3 are welcome to stay with Mom or their 
care-giver through the opening story at no charge.  The 
fee for the week is $20/child.  Registration opens for 
ASDS students May 14th and the form is attached to the 
e-mail that contains this newsletter or may be found on 
the table to your right as you enter the Narthex (the foyer 
just before you enter the church’s worship space). Please 
register by June 14th in order to guarantee a VBS T-shirt. 
Just drop your completed form, along with your payment, 
into the Lucite box on the table. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Teacher Emily 
The weather and our new garden really has the Dolphins 
in a “green” mood! We learned all about the importance 
of recycling leading up to Earth Day and why we should 
try to live like every day is Earth Day! We also learned 

       
From the Classrooms  

    
 



that reducing and reusing are 
important components of keeping 
our Earth beautiful as well. As a 
class, we took a walk around the 
perimeter of the school and picked 
up any litter on the ground. They 
really enjoyed doing this! 

We learned about plants this month since "April showers 
bring May flowers." The children learned about the 
different parts of a flower and what each part does. We 
also discovered that plants are living organisms on which 
we depend for our lives. We were able to see this through 
our leaf experiment. We submerged a leaf in water in a 
glass bowl and sat it in the sun for a couple of hours. The 
leaf, having previously taken in the carbon dioxide that 
we humans breathe out, starts to get bubbles on it. These 
bubbles are the oxygen that we humans need to breathe 
in so we can stay alive. When we go swimming under 
water, the bubbles we breathe out are the carbon dioxide 
that plants breathe in! 
We also love the beautiful new Children's Garden, and 
getting to water the plants with fresh rain water from our 
rain barrels!  
The Dolphins ended their plant unit with a fun and 
innovative STEM activity. They were grouped up and 

given four sponges and toothpicks and 
asked to build a sprout house with it! The 
way they designed, engineered, and 
constructed their houses was mostly up 
to them; with only a few suggestions and 
little bit of help from me. They do so well 

when they are asked to work with teams, and really take 
the other members’ suggestions into consideration. 
Working with teams or groups is very beneficial for social 
development! We finished up with 
the sprout houses by watering the 
sponges and sprinkling various 
types of seeds on top.  
We will continue to water our 
class plants in May and keep up 
with tending to the garden! 
 

Teachers Marianne & Teresa 
The Sea Otters went buggy in 
April… literally!  We dedicated 
the full month of April to 
learning about bugs, their life 
cycles, habitats, defense 
mechanisms, the sounds they 
make, how they move, and so 
much more!  We also 
conducted an author study, 

focusing on Eric Carle and read The Very Quiet Cricket, 
The Honey Bee and the Robber, The 
Very Grouchy Lady Bug, The Very Lonely 
Firefly, The Very Clumsy Beetle and The 
Very Hungry Caterpillar.   Not only did we 
go “buggy” for these Eric Carle books, but 
we also learned how to paint like Eric 

Carle and created texture on our paintings using forks, 
sponges, salt, and corks.   
During this unit, our dramatic play area was turned into 
an entomologists’ lab.  What is an entomologist?  An 
entomologist is someone who 
studies bugs!  In our center the Sea 
Otters were able to play with 
magnifying glasses, tweezers, 
binoculars, explorer jackets, and tons 
of bugs!  Including live crickets to 
observe and study!   
Our writing activities focused on 
making text-to-self connections.  For 
example, when we read The Very Grouchy Lady Bug the 
Sea Otters wrote about what makes them Grouchy.  And, 
after reading The Very Hungry Caterpillar, the Sea Otters 
wrote about what they would eat if they were a very 
hungry caterpillar.  Ice cream seemed to be among the 
top favorite foods for our hungry caterpillars.  I am so 
impressed with how our friends are sounding out letters 
as they write and building words on their own, based on 
the phonetic sounds they have learned this past year! 
Our science activities have focused on learning about the 
life cycle of butterflies and lady bugs, observing real bugs 

outside, and learning about how various 
bugs protect themselves from 
predators.  
And last, but certainly not least, the Sea 
Otters have been focusing on learning 
how to read, write and count out objects 
for numbers 1-20.  To celebrate all of 
our hard work we will be having a 
number 20 party!  Each friend will be 
bringing in 20 small objects and we will 

be measuring them, sorting, them, and of 
course…..counting them!   
 

Teachers Susan and Cathy 
The Stingrays are excited that it’s finally 
Spring time! We have been creating 
beautiful flowers; dandelions, daisies, 
and many more. After all, April Showers 
bring May Flowers!  We made raindrops 
and learned all about the weather. This 



included clouds, rain, and the water cycle. We talked 
about scary thunderstorms, too, in the dark! 
We are having fun learning about plants. We are learning 
the life cycle of flowers and plants. We are also trying to 

grow sugar snap peas. So 
exciting!  
The Stingrays had so much 
fun making all of our crafts for 
The Annual All Saints’ Day 
School Art Auction. They 
loved painting with Matchbox 
Cars. Spirit Week was a 

great hit and so much fun! 
Soon we will start reviewing all the letters and numbers 
we have learned this year. Also, we will have conference 
times posted in the hallway by our door. So, Moms and 
Dads, please sign up. May is here, so buckle up for some 
more Spring time fun! 
 

Teachers Sandra, Beth & Tiffany 
The Starfish classroom was very busy during the month 
of April.  We learned about the letters U, K, X, and Z.  
Numbers 12 and 13 were introduced, and our shape of 
the month was an octagon.  We learned about weather, 
flowers, and insects. 

Our unit about 
weather was 
filled with 
experiments 
and projects.  
We talked about 
different types 

of weather, made it rain in a jar, produced a cloud in a jar, 
made a tornado in a bottle and saw lightening in a dome.  
We read many books about different weather patterns.  
We read Little Cloud by Eric Carle and made clouds 
using cotton balls. 

We moved onto our unit about 
flowers and plants.  We planted 
onion, radish, and carrot seeds in 
our Root Vue so the students could 
see the seeds sprout and grow and 
be able to see the roots as well.  
We put bean seeds in a plastic bag 

with a damp paper towel to see the seeds sprout.  The 
field in the back was filled with buttercups and 
dandelions, so we picked flowers 
from the field and brought them in 
to investigate their parts using 
magnifiers.  The students cut and 
labeled parts of a flower, and used 
scrubbing brushes to make 

dandelions with paint.  We cut and pasted different 
colored paper to make beautiful flowers.  Many books 
were read about plants and flowers as well. 

Our insect unit was a hit with the 
class.  We learned about different 
bugs such as a cricket, praying 
mantis, earwig, grasshopper, and 
many more.  We went on a bug hunt 
and saw flies, ants, and a few worms.  
Ladybugs were made using clay pots, 
and we will continue this unit into the 
first week of May. 
The art show was a hit.  Starfish 
students displayed four pieces of art 

each and a collaborative piece that was made from 
plastic tops that was in the shape of a starfish.  The 
pieces were fossils that were made during our dinosaur 
unit, canvases that had colorful octagons on them using 
bleeding tissue paper and water, watercolors on ice that 
were pressed with watercolor paper, and snowy owls that 
were made when we learned about arctic animals. 
Teachers Beth, Tiffany, and I are amazed at how much 
our class has grown this year.  We can’t wait to see what 
May brings! 
 

Teachers JoJo & Patsy  
I hope everybody had a wonderful Spring Break! The 

students were happy when they 
returned to school on April 9! It 
has been another exciting month 
for the Sea Turtles. Our letters this 
month were “Ee”, “Oo”, and “Rr”.  
We focused on Earth and ocean 
life. The books that we read to 
support our topics were “Fish 
Wish”, “Under the Sea”, 

“Somewhere in the Ocean”, and “The Earth and Sky”.  
The students used BINGO daubers to paint and count the 
legs on an octopus. They also made Earth scenes in 
honor of Earth Day that will be displayed at the art show. 
The students also loved making sea turtles because they 
could relate to the connection that sea turtles are our 
mascot! Our color this month was purple, our shape was 
the diamond, and our number was “9”.  Some of the 
students realized that a “9” is an upside down “6”!  
Practically all of the students learned this month’s song 
very quickly! I am super proud! Here are the lyrics in case 
your child has been singing at home: 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I can’t believe we only have one more month of school! I 
look forward to another awesome month in May!  

 

 
Music  with Teacher Tiffany 

 “Spring Is Here!!!”  This 
was our first song after 
Spring break.  We danced 
around the classroom 
pretending we were 
butterflies, ladybugs, and 

frogs.   We used rhythm sticks and sang the song “The 
Ants Go Marching One By one” and kept study beats on 
different parts of our bodies.   The children love singing 
“Baby Shark” and pretending we are swimming through 
the ocean with bubbles.   We sang “Five Little Frogs”, 
“Five Little Ducks”, and “Five Little Flowers” ; using props 
to help with our adding and subtracting.   We sang “Sing 
A Song of Flowers”, and the younger children would pick 
up the colorful flowers and tell me what color the flower 
was. For the older children, to make it even more difficult, 
they would spell the color.   We loved pretending we were 
“Going on a Lion Hunt” and used our hats,   binoculars, 
and flashlights.   We used the parachute and sang the 
song “Awesome Rainbows“.   We also talked about what 

colors are in 
a rainbow 
and used 
scarves to 
pretend we 
were making 
rainbows.   T

he children love the songs by Ko Ko Kangaroo!   They 
are fun-filled dance and movement songs that get the 
kids’ energy out!  The two they did this month are called 
“What’s That You Say” and “Get Loose”.  Ask your child 
to sing this song for you from YouTube.    Toward the end 
of the year the children sing forte (loudly) on our “Hello 

Song” and our  “Goodbye Song”!    We ended the month 
with “Spring Time Dance” and used the shakers presto 
(fast) and largo (slow).   One of the favorite activities the 
children loved was when I brought out the mini trampoline 
and had them jump the amount of beats of a quarter note, 
half note, dotted half note, and whole note.  

 

Spanish with Maestra Kate 
During April in Spanish we focused on la 

primavera (spring) los animales (ani
mals) and la 
naturaleza (nature).  We read books 
called Ocho Animales Out On The 
Town, ¿El canguro tiene 
mamá? (Does a Kangaroo have a 
Mother, Too? by Eric Carle), Yo Sé 
que el Río Me Ama (I Know that the 
River Loves Me) and a new book 

that I absolutely love called Papá, Por Favor, Bájame la 
Luna (Papa, Please Get the Moon 
for Me, also by Eric Carle).  These 
books showed us that many of the 
Spanish words for animals and 
nature are cognates (words that 
sound similar in English and 
Spanish). We also played played 
“Pato, Pato, Ganso” (“Duck, Duck, 
Goose”) but throughout the game, 
we changed the words to other 

combinations such as perro, perro, gato (dog, dog, cat) 
and gato, gato, ratón (cat, cat, mouse).  We also played a 
game with toy frogs and numbered lilypads where my 
amigos had to identify in Spanish the color and number of 
the lilypad their ranas (frogs) landed on.  The activity the 
children seemed to enjoy the most, however, was nature 
yoga.  We listened to calming música (music), practiced 
"listo" (ready pose), and held yoga poses for árbol (tree), 
luna (moon), semilla (seed), flor (flower) and sol (sun).   

 
 

Palabras del mes (words of the month) 
la primavera (pree-mah-beh-rah) - spring 

la lluvia (yoo-bee-ah) - rain 
el arco iris (ar-coh eer-ees) - rainbow 

 

 
 

Spring 
Spring, spring, 
Goodbye snow. 

Time to watch the flowers grow. 
Spring, spring, 
Buds on trees. 

Listen to the sound of honeybees! 



Library with Teacher Sandra 
During library in the month of April, we started off by 

reading books about 
colors.  We read, I 
Ain’t Gonna Paint No 
More, by Karen 
Beaumont.  This book 
is about a young girl 
who loves to paint all 

the parts of her body. She paints her head, arm, toe and 
more. The children loved guessing the body part she was 
going to paint next by listening to the rhyming words in 
the story.  I Know a Wee Piggy, by Kim Norman and 
Henry Cole is another wonderful book about colors.  
Piggy runs through the state fair changing colors with 
each place he visits until he finishes with the color blue 
because he won first place in the pig contest.  A Bad 
Case of Stripes, by David Shannon is another fun book 
about a girl who loves lima beans but won’t eat them 
because everyone would make fun of her.  She begins to 
change colors and when anything is mentioned, she 
becomes that object.  She turns into the flag, a vine, a 
pill, and even becomes part of her bedroom wall.  It’s not 
until she is true to herself and eats lima beans that she 
becomes a normal girl again. 
Helen Lester has written two of my favorite books, 

Hooway for Wodney Wat, and Me 
First.  Wodney, whose real name is 
Rodney, cannot pronounce his r’s.  
All the other rodents at school make 
fun of him until Camilla Capybara 
shows up and begins to boss 
everyone around.  Wodney becomes 

the hero in the class when his mispronunciation of his r’s 
saves the day.  Me First is about a pig named Pinkerton.  

He loves to be first at everything until 
his pig scout troop goes to the beach 
and he hears someone say, “Who 
wants a sandwich?” Pinkerton jumps 
on the chance to be first to eat the 
sandwich, but he soon finds out is 
was a witch that lived in the sand.  

She teaches him the lesson that is isn’t always great to 
be first. 
Grandpa’s Teeth by Rod Clement is a funny book about a 
case of stolen teeth.  Grandpa wakes up one morning to 
discover that his teeth which he put in a glass of water 
the night before have been stolen.  The family searches 
high and low for them and even the town gets involved.  
We find out in the end it was his dog that swiped the nice 
set of teeth to have for his very own. 

The weather will hopefully begin to warm up soon, so 
pack your picnic basket with a few books to share when 
you head out to the beach or park.   
Happy Reading! 
 

 
 
 
 

Invite your children to show 
you their garden path! 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

May For the Fridge… 
May 4th  

 

CHKD Trike-A-

Thon 

 
Church Parking Lot 

 

May 7th – 11th  

 

Teacher 

Appreciation 

Week 

 

PATTCH will be  
providing guidance on ways we can 

honor our teachers  

May 13th  

Sunday 

 

Happy Mothers’ 

Day! 

 
 

We love you, Mom! 

 

May 15th  

Tuesday 

 

Field Trip to 

Rural Heritage 

Center 

 

We look forward to this  
wonderful day! 

Details in the May Newsletter. 

May 23rd  

Wednesday 
 

Splash Day PATTCH- Sponsored 
End-of-the-Year Party 

 

May 24th  

Thursday @ 6:00 

 

Sea Otters’ 

Promotion 

Ceremony 

 

 
It’s hard to believe they are ready 

for Kindergarten! 

May 25th  

Friday 

 

 
Last Day of 

School 

Whether it’s for the summer or a 
new learning adventure,  

we’ll miss you! 

 

May 29th – June 15th  
 

 

June DAZE 
See article earlier in this newsletter 

for themes and registration 
information. 

June 17th  

Sunday 
 

Happy Fathers’ 

Day! 

 

We love you, Dad! 

 

July 30th – August 3rd  

 

All Saints’ Church 

Bible School 

Ages 4-10, $20/child for the week 
Register in the Narthex  

(the foyer just outside the worship space)  
“Jesus and the Parables” 

August 29th  

Wednesday 
 

Parents’ Night Meet your child’s teacher, locate his/her 
classroom, and hear a presentation about 

what to expect this year! 

August 30th  

Thursday 

 

Meet Your 

Teacher 

This is your child’s opportunity to see 
his/her classroom and meet the teacher 

and classmates! 

September 4th  

Tuesday 

 

First Day of 

School 

Five-day and Tu/Th students report for 
class.  The John B. Dey bus will transport 

KE students (Sea Otters)  to their afternoon 
Kindergarten session. 

 


