
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Family Feast Fun! 
What an incredible Thanksgiving 
feast!  Everyone sent in amazing 
food, the Sea Otters led us in a 
beautiful blessing, and everyone was 
so punctual that we were able to get 
the eating underway right on time! I 
hope you were all able to enjoy 
yourselves and possibly get to know 
some families you didn’t know before 
today. It’s these kinds of events that 
help make ASDS such a special place.  

 
A HUGE thank you must be given to Laura Smith and Jen 
Cosgrove who chaired this committee and the rest of the 
committee who helped to make it all run so smoothly: The 
Speckharts, Leslie Rogers, Veronica Irwin, Amy Fisher, 
Chanda Woodhead, Jill Wood, and Jamie 
Ducharme.  Thank you, as well, to the teachers who 
helped their students create the adorable centerpieces. 

Director Dianne 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ASDS  FUNdraiser at The Colletive 

On Thursday, November 15th,  The Collective at 
Regency Shopping Center hosted a “Shop for the Cause” 
to benefit our school. All day that day, anyone who was 
unable to attend that evening, had the opportunity to 
shop, mention ASDS, and the school  
earned a portion of any purchases made. That evening 
there was a special event for us from 7-9 for all the moms 
of the Day School to get 
together, have a glass of wine, 
socialize, and SHOP! Thank you, 
PATTCH for organizing this 
FUNdraiser! And thank you to 
our moms and their friends for 
supporting it! 

Director Dianne 

 
Holiday Gift Shop Returns! 
This year's Holiday Gift Shop Shop will be held 
on Wednesday, December 12th and Thursday, 
December 13th during the school day. With help from 
Santa's elves (parent volunteers), your children will 
thoughtfully browse, select a gift for each parent, and 
wrap it to bring home to you. It is heartwarming to see 
how serious the children are about picking the perfect 
gifts for their parents! 
All we ask of parents is that you send in two items to 
contribute to this year's 
Holiday 
Collection. Please 
don't purchase 
anything new! Gently 
used items you no 
longer want and re-
gifts are fine. The 
children will shop for Mom and Dad, so items that appeal 
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to both are encouraged! For those of you who are new to 
our school, there is no money involved.  This is just a fun 
way for the children to choose and “shop” for their 
parents and learn about the importance of giving. 
There are boxes to drop off your donations at both Day 
School entrances. We will collect until Monday, 
December 10th. 
Thank you for help with this special Day School tradition! 

 
Growing Gardeners 

On November 14th, ASDS 
Commission member, Maury 
Joy, treated our staff to 
professional development on 
Gardening.  Her presentation, 
entitled: “An Integrated 
Gardening Curriculum for Two 

– Five Year-Olds” was super informative!  Our awesome 
garden lady, not only provided us with lots of ideas for 
using our garden as an opportunity for instruction 
throughout the year, she taught us 
some new songs, and gifted us with 
lots of resources. One of the great 
pieces of information she shared with 
us is that everyone with a Virginia 
Beach library card can get free seeds 
every month of the year at the Meyra 
Oberndorf Central Library! Read more about it here: 
https://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/commu
nications-office/citypage/Pages/seed-library.aspx 

Director Dianne 

 

  

After School Explorations 

After School Exploration opportunities are available 
Monday through Thursday. This is a way to extend your 
child’s day by one hour with one of our teacher-taught 
classes.  Classes are registered for individually through 
the class sponsor, and you may select from one to four 
days for your child(ren). Gather your paperwork from the 
Enrichment Desk in the hallway near the red water 
fountain. 

 

Art with ASDS Jr. Kindergarten 
Teacher, Marianne Padrick, held on 
Mondays. 

 

KID FIT ™ is hosted by an outside 
agency, with which you will contract 
directly for Certified Professional 
Trainer, Jessica Glenn, held on 
Tuesdays. 

       
 

Soccer Shots™ is hosted by this 
outside agency, with which you will 
contract directly, on designated 
Look for registration information 
soon for the next session. 

       

STEM with ASDS Jr. Kindergarten 
Teacher, Marianne Padrick, held on 
Thursdays. 

 

Chapel 
During the month of November, we read the books In the 
Middle of Fall by Kevin Henkes, The Story of 

Thanksgiving by Nancy 
Skarmeas, and Fall 
Mixed Up by Bob Raczka.  Just 
like last month, it's been 
awesome to add some new 
titles to our chapel time thanks 
to the Reading Bus! We also 
sang Happy Birthday to all of 
our November friends: Teacher 
Cathy, Maria, Elijah, Aleah, 

Ayla, Skyler, Amelia, Karcen, Mae, Nora, Emily, and Jack 
G. We sang the song, "He's Got the Whole World in His 
Hands" that you will get to enjoy live during our Christmas 
Program on December 19th.  It will start at 11:15 and be 
followed by our classroom parties.  Please note that that 
is also our last day of classes.  We will be closed for the 
Christmas holiday from December 20th - January 1st.. 
ASDS reopens for classes on Wednesday, January 2nd.  

Director Dianne 

 

 

You’re Invited 
ASDS Christmas Program 
Wednesday, December 19th 

11:15 a.m. 
In the Church 

 

 

Followed by classroom 
Christmas Parties 

 

https://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/communications-office/citypage/Pages/seed-library.aspx
https://www.vbgov.com/government/departments/communications-office/citypage/Pages/seed-library.aspx


 

 

 

 

 

Ms. Cathy 
We started November with a 
warm summer-like feel but 
certainly have ended it in the 
Fall. All the students in the 
Dolphins class are 
excelling.  They continue to 
build their sight word 
vocabularies as well as their 
phonetic awareness.  The 
children are knowledgeable in 
addition, subtraction, basic 
word problems, as well as 

geometry and measuring. 
In reading and language arts all the children are 
progressing nicely.  They have mastered basic one 
syllable words and are always asking “what’s my next 
book” during independent 
and guided reading.  In 
November, Thanksgiving 
has been the focus of our 
writing prompts.  The 
children were asked to 
contemplate the prompts:, 
Eat less turkey, eat more 
what?  How do we cook a 
turkey? and of course, What are we thankful for? 
During individual math lessons many advanced math 
skills are being introduced.  They are not expected to 
master all of the skills introduced but to simply build the 
foundation for future instruction.   During whole group 
math lessons the children are creating their own 
subtraction and addition sentences as well as learning 
how to attack a word problem.  The children in the 
Dolphin class have become quite the mathematicians.   
In the kitchen, we made s’mores on a stick.  They were 
our biggest hit to date.  The children were able to follow 
the multi-step by step directions of the recipe as well as 
measure out the necessary ingredients.  They also were 
able to give a critique of the recipe to add to their 
cookbooks.  
In “the lab” our scientists hypothesized what would 
happen to cream when we churned it.   Some guesses 

were, whipped cream, ice cream, yogurt, and butter.   We 
used two methods to “churn” the cream.  First, poured 
cream into a clean container along with 2 freshly washed 
marbles and then we shook and shaked and and shook 
and shaked some more.   Second, 
we poured the cream into a 
canister with a plunger and 
actually churned the cream.  Of 
course, a taste test was in order, 
our homemade butter was 
considered both yucky and 
delicious.  We all agreed it was a 
lot of work being a Pilgrim.  
Our garden continues to thrive just 
like our Kindergarteners.  With the 
unusually warm beginning to 
November along with lots of rain, the broccoli, kale, 
beets, and lettuce are all  “growing like crazy”.   We 
continue to measure (with Unifix  Cubes™) the progress 
of the vegetables and then journal all the data in our 
garden notebooks. 
During this season of Thanksgiving, I realize how 
fortunate I am to spend each day with such wonderful 
kids.  I thank all of you for entrusting me with your 
children each day. 

 
Ms. Marianne & Ms. Teresa 
There is so much to be thankful for in the Sea 

Otter classroom! 
T  is for turkey.  November was 

full of fun and educational 
turkey activities.  During math 
we used colored feathers to 
count, sort and create 
patterns.  Then, in science we 
learned about the life cycle of 
a turkey.  During our story 
time, we read the book There Was an Old Lady Who 
Swallowed a Turkey by Lucille Colandro and created 
puppets to help us retell the 
story. 

H is for helpful. Our Conscious 
Discipline© training has 
taught us that throughout 
each day we are faced with 
many choices.  Some of the 
choices we make can be 
helpful or hurtful.  Our class 
refers to the Bucket Fillers book by Carol McCloud.  
Each day when students are noticed being helpful, 
or a bucket filler, they are given a pom pom to fill our 

       
From the Classrooms  

    
 
 



class bucket.  When the bucket is full the students 
are rewarded with a class party.  This month, our 
class had a pancake party to celebrate how helpful 
they were and the good choices that they 
consistently made. 

A is for All Saints’ Day School.  We are so thankful to 
get to come to a school full of love, laughter and 
learning.  This past month our class added gardener 
to our list of class jobs.  The gardeners for the week 
are in charge of watering the school’s children’s 
garden with Teacher Cathy’s class.  Thanks to 
Maury Joy we have learned so much about taking 
care of this very special part of All Saints’ Day 
School.   

N is for notebook.  We have come so far in our 
alphabet notebooks.  Each 
day in our notebooks our 
students focus on a new 
skill.  On Mondays we create 
alphabet bracelets with the 
letter of the week on them to 
promote school to home 
communication.  Then, on 
Tuesday our friends practice 
identifying capital and lowercase letters by sorting 
capital and lowercase letters of the week.  Next, on 
Wednesdays we practice identifying initial sounds in 
words that begin with the letter of the week.  Lastly, 
on Thursday we practice forming the letter of the 
week. 

K  is for kind.  Teacher Teresa and I are so thankful 
that we get to teach eighteen very kind friends. 

F is for fun Friday!  On Fridays the students are invited 
to engage in a STEM activity, process art, and share 
time.  The star student’s parent(s) also come in on 
Fridays and read the star student’s favorite story to 
the class. 

U utterly amazing!  Our class 
did an utterly amazing job 
reciting the blessing for the 
school at our Annual Feast. 

L is for learning.  We are 
thankful we get to come to 
school and learn so much 
through play, music, 
movement, and so much 
more! 

 
 

 

Ms. Susan  &  Ms. Elaine 
November was an awesome month for The 

Stingrays! We did learn about why it is important to vote 
on Election Day. Also, we talked about Veterans and how 
these men and women protect our country. Thanksgiving 
was certainly taught during the last weeks in November. 
We learned all about The Pilgrims and The Native 

Americans.   
At the beginning of 
November we started 
centers. The Stingrays 
are doing so well with 
their letters and letter 
sounds that we are 
starting sight words. They 
are doing fantasticly! I’m 
so impressed! Teacher 
Elaine works really hard 

with them on writing their 
names and words in one 
center, Teacher Susan play 
games with sight words. 
There were also a Hands 
On Science Center and a 
fun Game Center.  
We are working on 
counting to a hundred, 
too.  I am looking forward for a fun holiday season with 
The Most Awesome Class - The Stingrays! 
 

 
 
 



MS.  Sandra & Ms. Beth &  Ms. 
Terry 

The Starfish students were busy during the month of 
November learning about Thanksgiving, preparing for 

ASDS’s Family Feast, and 
ending the month with a 
jump start on the holiday 
season with a visit from the 
Gingerbread Man.  Letters T, 
F, G and numbers 5 and 6 
were introduced.  We sang 
our triangle song while we 

made imaginary triangles on the rug, and recognized the 
colors brown and yellow. 
Thanksgiving was our main theme for the month.  We 
read, This Is the Turkey, There Was An Old Lady That 
Swallowed a Pie, and sang Ted the Turkey.  The children 
were introduced to words about Thanksgiving on our 
word wall.  We watched 
corn dance during one 
of our experiments 
using clear soda and 
corn, and observed how 
many cranberries it took 
to sink our aluminum 
boats.  Pumpkin 
counting, turkey shape 
sorting, and 
Thanksgiving BINGO 
were played during our centers.  The students made 
turkey luminaries to help decorate the tables for our 
Family Feast.  Our class created a beautiful turkey for our 
door that had a feather from each student stating what 
they were thankful for, and cornucopias were created 

using triangular shapes.  
The best part about the month 
of November was the visit 
from the Gingerbread Man.  
Our Gingerbread Man visited 
every day during the last week 
of November.  He arrived each 
morning in his shiny silver tin 

with a note and a gift.  He brought the students a book, 
cookies, candy canes, suckers, and chocolate kisses.  
We decorated gingerbread houses with tiny erasers, used 
our gingerbread counting mats with playdoh, and strung 
beads in our holiday bin during center time.  The 
Gingerbread Boy, A Cookie for Santa, and The 
Gingerbread Man Loose at Christmas were read. The 
Gingerbread Man was a great friend to have visit our 
class. 

November was a fantastic month to be a Starfish, and we 
can’t wait to see what happens in December. 

 

 
Ms.  JoJo &  Ms. Patsy  

I hope you had a 
wonderful Thanksgiving 
holiday! Thank you all for 
everything you did to 
make the Thanksgiving 
Feast a huge success! 
Even though November 
was a short month, the 
Sea Turtles were 
extremely busy. We hope 
you enjoyed the 
centerpiece pumpkins and 
“pumpkin pie” that the students made for the feast. The 
students did a wonderful job with their decorating! This 
month, we worked on the letters “Bb”, “Cc”, and “Tt”. We 
also introduced the numerals “4” and “5”, the color brown, 

and triangles. We used pictures 
of the children to make turkeys, 
and they were adorable! The 
students really used their fine 
motor skills by decorating corn 
for the door with uncooked 
popcorn kernels. Our finished 
door looked awesome!  The 
students used their Bingo 
“paint” to color “B is for Bus”.  
We also reinforced the letter “B” 

by using brown beans to cover the “B”.  They also 
practiced remembering the shape of a square by gluing 
several colored squares onto square paper! We made 
turkeys using paper plates and “Fall Leaf Foxes” (made 
from leaf cut outs) that the students really enjoyed! Our  
songs were: “Clickety Clack”, “Five Little Pumpkins” (their 
FAVORITE!), and “Ten Thanksgiving Friends”. We 
enjoyed several books together this month! Clickety 
Clack, Brown Bear, Brown Bear, What Do You See?, 
and The Very Hungry Caterpillar.  We will continue to 
read these books and do activities with them during the 
month of December. Following are some of the 



Thanksgiving books that we 
enjoyed reading together: I Know 
an Old Lady Who Swallowed a 
PIE, One Little, Two Little, Three 
Little Pilgrims, Thanksgiving is for 
Giving Thanks, and Theo’s 
Thanksgiving. 
Thank you for all that you do! We 
look forward to another amazing 
month ahead!   

 
 

Music with Ms. Dana 
Music in 

November was all 
about fall! All of the 
classes enjoyed 
singing “Autumn 
Leaves Are Falling” 
while playing with 
leaves. We let the 
leaves fall from our 
hands, blew them like the wind does, raked them up, and 
then sang the song again.  

Autumn Leaves are falling, falling, falling, 
Autumn leaves are falling all day long. 

Autumn leaves are turning colors, turning colors, turning 
colors, 

Autumn leaves are turning colors all day long. 
Autumn leaves are blowing, blowing, blowing, 

Autumn leaves are blowing all day long. 
Autumn leaves are being racked, being racked, being racked, 

Autumn leaves are being racked all day long. 
 

Another song all the classes 
enjoyed was “Brown Acorns”. 
After we learned this song 
about a squirrel collecting nuts, 
we added instruments. We 
used sticks when we sang the 
line “he grabbed one acorn 
and crunched it greedily” and 

shakers when we sang the words “furry squirrel”. 
Furry Squirrel found 5 brown acorns hanging on a tree 
Furry Squirrel found 5 brown acorns hanging on a tree 

He grabbed one acorn and crunched it greedily 
Now furry squirrel had 4 brown acorns hanging on his tree 

(etc.) 

A fun dance song for everyone was Koo Koo Kangaroo’s 
“Gobble, Gobble, Turkey Wobble”. You can find it here: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=EhxVexWt
E-4 

In December we will be busy learning new songs to sing 
at our Christmas concert. We’re looking forward to seeing 
the parents there! 
 
 

  Library with Ms. Sandra 
Library time was spent reading books about 

Thanksgiving during the 
month of November.  We 
started the month reading, 
The Ugly Pumpkin, by Dave 
Horowitz.  This ugly pumpkin 
just doesn’t fit in with the 
other pumpkins in the 
pumpkin patch.  He starts off 
in October, and all the 
pumpkins are getting picked 
for Halloween and he is left 
alone.  He feels very lonely 

until one day he ends up in a garden with a bunch of 
squash.  He looks around and sees that they look like him 
and it dawns on him that he’s a squash and joins the 
other squash to celebrate Thanksgiving dinner together. 
How would you like to be a turkey living on a farm right 
before Thanksgiving?  Turkey, in Turkey Trouble, by 
Wendi Silvano, doesn’t like 
it at all.  In fact, he is 
scared!  He decides that 
the farmer wouldn’t eat a 
cow, sheep, horse, or pig 
for Thanksgiving so he 
decides he is going to 
disguise himself as these 
animals.  His costumes 
don’t work out too well, but in the end, he solves his 
problem by coming up with the best disguise of all to 
make sure he isn’t the main dish at the Thanksgiving 
table. 
I Know an Old Lady Who Swallowed a Pie, by Alison 
Jackson is always a favorite to read to the students.  
When I pulled it out with the felt pieces a few said it was 
their favorite Thanksgiving story.  Don’t invite this lady to 
your feast, because she eats EVERYTHING!  A whole 
pie, a gallon of cider, and entire turkey, and a ten layer 
cake!  She was so big she became a balloon in the 
Thanksgiving parade. 
The Sea Turtles enjoyed interacting with the board books, 
Little Turkey Finger Puppet Book, Five Silly Turkeys, and 
Where’s Baby’s Turkey? 
We prepared for the Family Feast by watching and 
singing, Thanksgiving Feast, by the Learning Station.  We 
also sang, I’m a Little Turkey. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=EhxVexWtE-4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=EhxVexWtE-4


Christmas is right around the corner and books make 
wonderful stocking stuffers!  Happy Reading! 

 
Espanol with Maestra Kate 
 

November was an 
abbreviated month in 
Spanish class, but we 
definitely made the most 
of it!  Our first November 
class took place on 
November 2nd, which is 
Día de los Muertos (Day 

of the Dead) in Mexico.  Many of my older amigos were 
already familiar with the traditions and customs 
associated with Día de lost Muertos thanks to the 
wonderful movie, “Coco”!  We talked about how it's a 
joyful celebration -- not sad or frightening -- and we read 
a book and listened to a fun version of a typical Día de 
los Muertos song about esqueletos (skeletons). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  For the remaining classes in November, we focused on 
fall and thankfulness with books called Doy Gracias Cada 
Día (I’m Thankful Each Day) 
and Gracias (Thank 
You).  My older amigos 
played a game of memoría 
(memory) with cards that 
feature many of the things in 
nature and our lives for which 
we should give thanks.  My 
younger amigos listened to 
books called Llegó el Otoño 
(Let it Fall) and Veo el Otoño (I See Fall).  We also 
revisited our game “Soy un árbol” where we pretended to 
be trees with various numbers and combinations of fall 
colored leaves that blow off una por una (one at a time) 
as we counted in Spanish.     

Palabras del mes (Words of the month) 
pavo (pah-boh) - turkey 
gracias (grah-see-ahs) - thank you 
de nada (deh nah-da) - you're welcome 
familia (fah-mee-lee-ah) - family 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 For The Fridge… 

Date Kids’ Version Event Notes 
December 12th & 13th  

Wednesday and 

Thursday 
 

Santa’s Secret 

Shop 

Holiday “shopping” during the school 
day for students to “buy” gifts  

 for their parents. 

December 19th  

Wednesday 

 

Christmas 

Program 

Program @ 11:15 followed by 
classroom parties and the last day of 

classes. 

December 20th – 

January 1st  
 

Winter Break 
 

ASDS is CLOSED 

December 25th 

Tuesday 

 

Merry 

Christmas! 

Have a wonderful day with family 
and Friends! 

January 2nd  

Wednesday 

 

 

School Reopens 
 

We’ve missed you! 

January 3rd & 4th  

Thursday & Friday 
 

PATTCH 

Coffees  

 

We hope to ssee you following 
Morning Drop-Off! 

January 21st  

Monday 

 

Martin Luther King 

Day 

 
ASDS is CLOSED 

February 1st  

Friday 

 

Staff Inservice 

Day 

ASDS is CLOSED to STUDENTS 
The VBCPS changed their day  

so we changed ours. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


